
 

Dire Wolf  Aenocyon Dirus Giant Short-Faced Bear Arctodus Simus 

  

Height: 2ft 7in at shoulder Weight: up to 150 lbs Height: up to 6ft at shoulder Weight: up to 2,250 lbs 

Slightly larger and more robust than modern grey 
wolves, the dire wolf was a canid carnivore that once 
roamed Arkansas and 
many of the lower 48 
states, as well as 
further south into 
Central and South 
America. 

Once common in the Ozarks, the short-faced bear was 
the largest and most powerful land predator in North 
America. Taller than modern bears, with longer limbs 
and forward facing toes, it is believed this bear was built 
to chase its prey to exhaustion, running up to 40mph. 
Reared up onto its hind legs, it stood up to 12 feet tall 
and likely preyed on large herbivores like ground sloths, 
horses, and bison. 

Status: Extinct Last Seen: about 13,000 years ago Status: Extinct Last Seen: about 11,000 years ago 

 


